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HOA Dues 
By Pat Pope 
 

I would like to clear up a few mysteries and misconceptions 

about our dues.  The first thing you need to know is that the 

entire Board of Directors agonized about raising the dues 

again this year, we did not take this decision lightly.  The 

simple facts are that despite our collection efforts, a signifi-

cant portion of our residents are not paying their dues.  For 

example, As of April 30, 2009, 45 of 629 homes were be-

hind in their dues by more than two months.   Of those 45 

homes 31 of them owed your Association more than $1,000. 
 

What does that mean to you?  Everybody else has to share 

the burden of paying for those who donôt.  The Finance 

Committee and the Board knew that the economy would be 

tough this year so we built in a loss contingency into the 

budget.  We also knew that we are in a severe drought, so  

we prepared for higher water bills.  Our Reserve Study was 

completed after the 2009 budget was completed, but it 

showed that if we did not increase our contribution to the 

Reserves we would all be hit with Special Assessments in 

five or six years as much of our infrastructure nears being 15 

years old.  If we maintain our streets, pools, gates and build-

ings they will last much longer. 
 

I believe we have been prudent and reasonable. The Board 

knows that we will get some of the delinquencies paid back 

to us when people sell their homes.  At the very least, when a 

new resident buys a foreclosed property, the new resident 

will start paying the dues.  This latest boost to the reserves 

will help build them to a reasonable level.  We cut back  

everywhere we could this year.  We are turning this  

Newsletter into a profit center. 
 

The drought presents significant challenges to us all both as 

individual homeowners and as an Association.  We all may 

have to find less water intensive ways to keep our property 

beautiful. 

 

I have taken a dues survey of several of the 

other HOAs in Porter Ranch, we are trying to 

get even more information, which we will post 

on our website.   It turns out that the other 

Associations are facing the exact same issues 

with delinquencies, Reserves, Security, and 

Utilities.  To be clear, each Association has 

some unique challenges and their Boards have 

reacted slightly differently, but just by looking 

at the chart you can see that the Sorrento HOA 

dues increases are consistent with other HOAs 

in Porter Ranch.  All of the HOAs have inde-

pendent Boards of Directors. 
 

Renaissance, for example, has no common 

pools, and one guardhouse and their dues have 

gone up faster then ours.  Their Association 

believes in keeping the common areas looking 

nice, and their reserves strong.   Just across 

Sesnon from Renaissance is Villagio.  The 

have no guarded gates and they have the low-

est dues increase in our survey.  Their main 

gate takes 30 seconds to close.  On June 2, 

2009 a resident of Villagio was the victim of a 

home invasion robbery and ended up in the 

hospital. 
 

My point is not to raise dues again.  Right 

now, I think we are fine without an increase in 

2010, especially if all of us pay the dues.  We 

will keep our community safe. 

Election News! 
A special meeting of the Board of Directors 

was called on Monday, June 15, 2009 to  

discuss election improprieties.   To find out  

more about the meeting visit the website at  

www.sorrentohoa.org.  More news will be in 

next months newsletter! 

Melissa Centeno 
(818) 590-8644  

 

Residential, First Time Home  

Buyers, Short Sales,  

& Investment Properties 
 
 

Helping you find your way 

homeé. 

 

www.PorteRranchHomes.net 



 

 

Brenda Castro  
            Reliable Baby  

          Sitter  
 

21 yrs. old & References  

(818) 331-2535  

Kellyôs Corner 
 

 

Audio 

& 

Video Specialists  

 

Design, Sales, & 

Installations!  

(818) 216 -4112  

LAPD Crime  

Update & Crime 

Tipsé 
By Senior Lead Officer 

Danny Del Valle 
 

Hello to everyone, and 

thank you for taking time 

out of your schedules to 

read my articles.  I often 

will review all reports for the area on a regular basis to 

search for related crime trends and possible alterna-

tives to solve or reduce crime activity.  Our area crime 

of concern is burglary and vandalism/hate incidents.  

The primary method how suspects are entering resi-

dents are through unlocked doors, windows, and 

ódoggy doorsô.  I ask that when you are not home, 

please try to lock all doors and windows.  Most crimi-

nals are opportunist, and opportunists look for the 

easy victim.  Burglars will usually try to ócaseô or re-

search the area initially, and try to get a feel for the 

neighborhood they will victimize.  Once the burglar 

feels comfortable that he or she can roam about be-

cause the area is inactive- no one in the area observ-

ing, then they decide to act.  Reports have revealed 

that burglars look for homes that are easy to enter to 

avoid loud noises (glass breaking or smashing doors) 

and having attention drawn.  Crime tip: Keep an eye 

on who is strolling through the neighborhood.  Let 

those strangers know that you see them and you are 

not afraid to observe their actions.  Itôs always a good 

idea to have a telephone in your hand when the 

stranger/suspect looks in your direction.  Criminals do 

not want to be seen or feel that they will be caught and 

will usually leave and move on. 
 

I have seen a spike of vandalism- graffiti around the 

division, but what concerns me are that some cases 

involve swastika or are hate related type incidents 

regarding race.  There is an old saying, óCanôt you 

read the writing on the walls?ô  I believe that this say-

ing is so true.  The more we tolerate this activity or 

what is really behind it, we are allowing the hate to 

spawn into violent activity.  Please do not confront the 

criminals in the act, but immediately notify law en-

forcement to deal with the suspects.  After the act has 

been committed; first photograph it and then clean or 

have it painted out.  If you leave it on the walls the 

graffiti will grow and so will other criminal acts.  If 

you canôt paint it out yourself, a great resource (no 

fee) to utilize is West Valley Alliance Graffiti Re-

moval (818) 885-8885.  Working together is how we 

reduce crime.  Thank you and be safe. 

Water Conservation 

Now in Effect 
By Mary Cooley-Lopez 
 

As of June 1, the Department 

of Water and Powerôs water 

conservation restrictions are 

in effect to our community and all of LA County.  

Under shortage year rates, the amount of water you 

are able to purchase at the lowest price ï indicated 

on your bill as ñTier 1ò ï will be reduced by 15%.  

Residents already conserving 15% below their Tier 

1 allotment will not be affected. Those who exceed 

the reduced Tier 1 allotment, and go into the more 

expensive Tier 2, will pay a higher rate for every 

gallon over Tier 1.  These residents will see their 

water bills rise.  Learn what your new water allot-

ment is, and ways you can reduce your use, by log-

ging to the website www.ladwp.com  or by calling 1

-800-DIAL DWP and following the prompts.  
 

Also, sprinkler use is now restricted to Mondays 

and Thursdays 

between the hours 

of 9am and 4pm 

only and for a 

maximum of 15 

minutes.  They will be monitoring different areas on 

random days and any violations will be subject to 

fines.  We are also asked not to water during peri-

ods of rain and to make sure there is no runoff onto 

the streets and gutters from excessive watering.    

Residents cannot use water to wash any hard sur-

faces such as sidewalks, walkways, driveways or 

parking areas, unless flushing is needed to protect 

health and safety.  For those who own fountains, we 

are asked not to use water to clean, fill or maintain 

decorative fountains unless the water is part of a 

recirculation system.  And lastly, we are asked to 

use a hose with a self-closing, shut-off device when 

washing our vehicles. 
 

Southern California is facing a water supply short-

age for the third year in a row. Snowfall in the Sier-

ras has been significantly less than normal. 2007 

was an exceedingly dry year that has resulted in low 

reservoir levels throughout California.  Addition-

ally, court imposed restrictions on imported water 

from the San Joaquin-Sacramento Delta means less 

water is available to Southern California for our 

customers. Therefore it is prudent and responsible 

to conserve as much as possible. These factors are 

sufficient reason to institute shortage year rates. 

Sorrento Momôs Club Visit The Tonight Show With Jay Leno! 
By Melissa Centeno 

It was the end of an era on May 29, 2009 when Jay Leno turned the Tonight  

Show over to Conan OôBrien but not before some of the Momôs of Sorrento  

were able to go see a show!  They even got a picture with Jay Leno!  If youôd  

like information about the Momôs Club play dates or gatherings please email 

Melissa at melissa.centeno@sbcglobal.net. 

 Summer Enrichment 
(for ages 11 or older)  

 Math, SAT, CAHSEE,          

Reading & Writing 
 

 

 

Mr. Peter Tung 

Tutor/Educator 

Teaching Credential 

Masterôs in Education 
 

 

  (661) 300 - 9333 

  askmrtung@yahoo.com 

  Sorrento Resident 

NOTARY  

PUBLIC  
Maureen Bratman 

(818) 404-8002 cell 

(818) 709-0460 home 

Stylist for Sorrento / 

Meadows Families  

Donõt leave the comfort of 

your home to look glam!  

Call Mariana  

(818) 398-3087  
Sorrento Resident,  

 & Stylist!  
Men, women, & 

kids cuts 

Colors & High-

lights, Waxing,  

Make-up, Blow 

Drying  

References available!  

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=baby+clip+art&FORM=ZZIR16
http://www.ladwp.com
http://www.ladwp.com/ladwp/homepage.jsp
mailto:askmrtung@yahoo.com


 

Michelle E. Diaz, Esq. 
Horton & DeBolt LLP  

9301 Oakdale Avenue, Suite 220 
Chatsworth, CA  91311 

T (818) 407-0700 | F (818) 407-0705 
michelle@horton-debolt.com 

  

Personal Injury Å Wrongful Death 
Sexual Harassment Å  Wrongful Termination 

Sorrento 

Board 
 

President 

Pat Pope 
 

Vice President 

David Sobel 
 

Treasurer 

Greg Norris 
 

Secretary 

Melissa Centeno 
 

Member at Large 

Phillip Minton 
 

Safety within the 

Community 
Please be alert! We 

have received reports 

of vandalism and 

break ins into vehicles 

parked on the street. 

Police have been  

notified to keep an 

eye out on unusual 

activity.  You can help by rememberin g the foll owing: Lock Doors at all ti mes, do not leave valuables in the car, and remember to close garage i f not in i t. Keep y our neig hborhood safe by report ing any unusual activity t o the Police  
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Architectural  

Submittals 
Please be advised that 

all homeowners are 
required to submit 
their architectural 

plans to the manage-
ment company prior to 
any commencement of 

work. We strongly 
urge that the reliance 

of your landscape 
contractor to submit 
plans is prohibited. 

This is in violation of 
your Architectural 
Guidelines and 

CC&R's. If any work 
begins and your hard-

scape/ landscape 
plans have not been 
approved you will be 
called to a hearing 

with the Board of Di-
rectors. Non compli-
ance may result in 

fines being assessed 
for violation of the 

CC&R's. 

4th of July 
By Pat Pope 
 

We are all looking forward to a safe and relaxing Inde-

pendence Day celebration this year.   Since July 4th is on 

a Saturday very few of us have to go to work the next 

day. 
 

We are all very fortunate to live in a free country.  Many 

of us who were born here may not appreciate our free-

doms as much as our neighbors who were born in other 

parts of the world but chose to live and prosper in the 

United States of America. 
 

We are also very lucky to have such a great fireworks 

show without leaving home right 

here in Porter Ranch, at Shepherd 

of the Hills.   Of course, in these 

tough economic times many fami-

lies from the San Fernando Valley 

and beyond will be visiting Porter 

Ranch for the free fireworks 

show. Our street will be clogged 

before and after the show. 
 

As we have done the last few years, we will be closing 

the Torino gate between 2:00 PM and 10:00 PM to resi-

dents and visitors.  This will prevent uninvited guests 

from parking on our streets.  Since many of our resi-

dents expect guests, you might suggest that they use the 

Meadows gate which is less busy on holidays than the 

Sorrento gate.  They will zip through security faster that 

way. 
 

Enjoy your parties and celebrate with your guests, but 

please remember that alcohol and smoking are prohib-

ited at the pools. We have lots of families here and lots 

of kids.  We want to keep our community safe and en-

joyable for everyone. 

Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council Part 

of Largest Civic Engagement Experiment 
By Wendy Moore 
 

The Neighborhood Council system in Los Angeles is 

the most ambitious community building exercise in 

our country, according to Los Angeles Department of 

Neighborhood Empowerment General Manager 

BongHwan Kim. Neighborhood Councils were voted 

into existence with charter reform ten years ago and 

are now making a significant impact on local commu-

nities and City politics. Councils influenced the defeat 

of Solar Measure B, the City Attorney race, and the 

City budget. 
 

The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council plays an 

important role in strengthening our community by 

creating a local forum on key issues, initiatives and 

candidates. Members of the PRNC joined hands with 

other valley councils, learned and shared best prac-

tices at the first ever Valley Regional Congress on 

May 30, 2009. 
 

We invite you to come and learn how you can Help 

Make Porter Ranch a Better Place to Live, Work and 

Grow. Our next meetings are July 7, August 11 and 

September 1 at Shepherd of the Hills Church. Busi-

ness meeting at 6pm, presentation at 7pm. Find out 

more at www.PRNC.org. 

Pool Swim Season! 
By Melissa Centeno 
 

Itôs been a gloomy June thus far but it wonôt be long 

before swim season is well under way!  We have 

two pools in our community and both get plenty of 

use, especially during the weekends.  Here is a 

friendly reminder of some of the rules and regula-

tions that should be followed at the pools: 
 

�x�� Proper swim attire is 

required; no cutoffs,  

dungarees, or levis 

�x�� Floats or toys only 

allowed if pool is not 

overcrowded 

�x�� No pets allowed 

within gated pool area 

�x�� No running, horse-

play, jumping or diving 

allowed 

�x�� Please keep pool area 

clean; No glass objects or Styrofoam allowed 

�x�� No smoking, No alcohol or Illegal drugs in the 

pool area 

�x�� No use of soap products in the pool or spa 

�x�� No pool activity should interfere with other 

residentôs enjoyment of the facility 
 

There are security call boxes at both pools if there is 

a party, disturbance, or an emergency.  Please use 

them to call security.  Security will also keep watch 

through video/ audio surveillance and may speak to 

you through the loud speakers.  Wishing everyone a 

safe, enjoyable, and fun summer! 


