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Fiesta Celebration 
By Melissa Centeno 
 

The Fiesta at the 

Meadows pool on  

Saturday, September 

12, 2009 was a fun 

event for all!  

Friends and 

neighbors gathered 

to enjoy Tacos and Quesadillas cooked fresh.  The 

kids had a fantastic time swinging at the three  

piñatas provided by the Hospitality Committee. 

The Committee would like 

to thank all who volun-

teered their time to help 

make the event possible.  

They especially would like 

to thank Scott Jones for 

making the delicious vir-

gin margaritas, Melody 

Avecilla from State Farm 

who donated face painting, and Moinca Florian 

from Coldwell Banker who donated water. 

A big thank you goes out to committee members 

and their families who helped set up and clean up; 

Mara & Al Cohen, Paula Sonkin, Pat Pope, Mary 

Cooley-Lopez, Ani Ward, Judith Lewis, and 

Mariana Robbins. 

Security Update: Guest Entry 
By Pat Pope  
 

Starting on Sunday, November 1, 2009 we 

will be checking the IDs of all guests.   We 

will require a government issued ID like a 

Drivers License or Passport.  This is a com-

mon practice at all of the gated communities 

in Porter Ranch.   It will help us insure that 

people entering the community really belong 

here.   It is likely that this will cause a bit of 

a delay, especially at our very busy Sorrento 

gate.  You might suggest to your guest that 

they try the Meadows gate where there is  

seldom an entry delay. 
 

At the request of several residents we have 

told Centurion that the number of unan-

nounced guests showing up at our residentôs 

doors is not acceptable.   Centurion is taking 

strong steps to avoid this irritating prob-

lem.  If you have a guest show up and they 

are not on your pass list, or you did not call 

to let them in, please report it to Marinel on 

818-907-6622 extension 273.  If it is after 

hours, just leave her a voice mail.  If you 

leave a voice mail please tell her the date, 

the approximate time, and if you know, 

which gate was used.   We will investigate 

every breech of this protocol to insure your 

safety. 
 

We have had incidents in the last few 

months where guest or service providers that 

should be allowed into our grounds were 

denied entry because they were not on a 

residentôs list and nobody was home.  We 

have also had a complaint about friends en-

tering unannounced that were on a residentôs 

list, and the resident did not know they were 

on the list.   Now would be a good time to 

verify your list with Security.  If you have 

renters, please make sure they know the 

guest procedures and they have registered 

with Security and established a call down 

code. 



 

All Star AC  
 

Heating & Air 

Conditioning  

 

Self Service  

Maintenance  

Installation  
 

 

(818) 253 -7055  
 

(Trusted Sorrento Resident)  

 

NOTARY  

PUBLIC  
Maureen Bratman 

(818) 404-8002 cell 

(818) 709-0460 home 

$100 OFF*  
 

WITH THIS COUPON  
 

* Applies to orders of 
more than $2,500.  

S & J SHUTTERS  
FACTORY DIRECT  

WHOLESALE PRICING 

(818) 366 -8440  
www.sjshutters.com 

 

Solid Real Wood Shutters  
Solid Poly Shutters  

 

Beginner Child Piano 
$12 per half hr. 

 Babysitting 
$10 Per hr. 

Call Natasha 
(818)428- 8236 

natashakatelewis@yahoo.com 

Porter Ranch News 

The Porter Ranch Neighborhood Council plans to 

focus on the proposal for the Sepulveda VA facil-

ity in North Hills at the November meeting. Pre-

senters for and against the project will make pres-

entations. You are invited to come and hear about 

this controversial project for yourself on Tuesday, 

November 10 at Shepherd of the Hills Church. 

Business meeting at 6pm. Presentations at 7pm. 

Also, please save the date for the Holiday Party on 

December 1, 2009. 

Wind 
By Pat Pope 
 

We are now in 

the middle of 

Santa Ana sea-

son.  We will try 

to keep the 

Torino gate open 

as much as pos-

sible, but the 

strongest winds have damaged our gates, arms 

and motors in the past.   We may have to lock 

the gates during really high wind storms.   We 

will put signs on the gates when they are closed, 

and Melissa will be sending out an e-mail blast 

during a closure.   
 

Last year we locked the gates 6 or 7 high wind 

days.  You might expect that this year.  We also 

had to lock the gates a few times last year due to 

other concerns (e.g., Halloween, Sesnon Fire, 

etc.).  It is an inconvenience for all of us who 

use that very busy gate, but in the long run clos-

ing the gate during a high wind storm saves us 

money and broken gates. 

Finally, we may be able to save an additional 

$24,000 (twenty-four thousand dollars) on a going 

forward basis by asking the current landscaping 

contractor to reduce their fees by 10%. 
 

Furthermore, and if the Board of Directors ap-

proves the Finance Committeeôs recommendation 

made on reducing the hours that the Meadows gate 

guard-house is staffed, weôll have additional sav-

ings of approximately $70,000 (seventy-thousand 

dollars).  It is a recommended move in light of 

findings that approximately 5 non-residents use 

that entrance between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 

a.m. daily.  Moreover, we are seeking to increase 

the collections from distress homes, to reduce ex-

penses in some ñunaudited expense categories,ò 

and to create additional savings brought in by new 

contractorôs rebids.  It is hoped that all of these ef-

forts will help us to arrive at the desired goal. 
 

Should you have any ideas, comments and/or sug-

gestion that can help increase the savings for the 

coming yearôs budget, please contact the Finance 

Committee and/or the Treasurer at: victorfor-

hoa@gmail.com. 

Proposed Savings For Fiscal Year 

Budget 2010 
By Victor Florian 

As we continue analyz-

ing data from previous 

annual budgets and 

looking at the current 

economic downturn 

where people are still 

without a job and many 

may be losing their job, 

the opportunity to create great savings for our 

HOA 2010 Budget has never been better. 
 

If we look at the ñRevised Proposed Savings for 

fiscal Year 2010ò presented to the Board of Di-

rectors of our HOA by the Finance Committee, 

we see that in the area of water and landscaping 

it may be possible to create a savings of approxi-

mately $61,000 (sixty-one thousand dol-

lars).  How?  Let me tell you how.  Reduction in 

water expenses by approximately $23,000 

(twenty-three thousand dollars) will occur by 

default due to the water ordinance reduction of 

15% that has been implemented by the Sorrento 

community.  Watering of common area plants, 

gardens and hills now occurs on Mondays and 

Thursdays only.  The community may realize an 

additional refund of $14,000 (fourteen-thousand 

dollars) if an amount that the community alleges 

was overcharged by the LADWP is refunded to 

the HOA.   

CARSON - ID#A1038873 
 

My name is Carson and I am an unaltered male, 

chocolate Labrador Retriever mix.  The shelter 

thinks I am about 2 years and 4 months old.  I 

have been at the shelter since Jun 13, 2009.  

For more information about this animal call : 

West Valley Animal & Control Center  

(888) 425-7381 

 

Pet Adoption 

Help Save 

Carson!  He 

Needs A 

Home! 

 


