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A Thank You Note To All  

Contributors On Our 2010 Budget 
By: Victor Florian, Treasurer 
 

My deepest and most sincere gratitude for your indi-

vidual contribution to the development of the 2010 

Budget.  Great thanks to Mr. Phil Minton who planted 

the seed of the idea to request a 10% reduction across 

the board to all current vendors and service providers. 

From it, another idea came out which was to open a 

bidding process to seek new ideas from every major 

service provider such as landscaping, security, website 

maintenance, etc. 
 

Another integral member of our finance team was Mr. 

Marc Bratman who was able to annualized the 2009 

Projected Actual from a 5 years matrix. He also con-

cluded that the "Bad Debt" budget amount should be 

$85,740 instead of $65,000 as recommended by the 

Finance Committee. Furthermore, Mr. Bratman's keen 

eyes allowed us to discover expenditure errors com-

mitted by the management company as well as some 

other unrecorded expenses. 
 

Third, my thanks goes to Monica Florian, who has 

embarked on the research of "Home in arrears" study 

and analysis in order to find a better method to collect 

assessments from homeowners that fall behind on 

their HOA dues. 
 

The biggest contributor to bring savings to our budg-

eted figures was Mary Cooley-Lopez who together  

with Cathy Serksnas, from the Landscaping Commit-

tee sought out not only one new bid from landscaping 

vendors, but EIGHT of them, and collectively with her 

Thank you for contributing to Toys 

for Tots! 
By Ani Ward 
 

We had a great 

time gathering 

by the Meadows 

pool on Sunday, 

December 13th 

to help contrib-

ute to the Toys 

for Tots Associa-

tion.  We are happy to say we collected two boxes 

full of toys due to the generosity of our resi-

dents!  We would like to express a special thanks to 

Sgt. Stephenson and Lance Corporal Carranza from 

the U.S. Marines, who came out to meet and greet all 

those who attended on Sunday.  What a wonderful 

service they do for our country on so many differ-

ent levels.  Finally, thank you to Santa Claus, who 

traveled all the way from the North Pole, to greet our 

children with a special treat.  We look forward 

to future community efforts.  We appreciate all your 

support! 
 

A&L Committee members chose the vendor that will 

bring about $63,000 savings to our 2010 operating 

budget. 
 

I am extremely happy to announce that through my 

recommendation, $250,000 were allocated in the 2010 

Budget towards "Reserves", in addition to $12,000 

reimbursements (from previous loans to the operating 

budget) for a total of $262,000, and this was ap-

proved by the whole Board to be part of the 2010 

budget. 
 

 A "contingency" or "Cushion" expense category 

in the amount of $67,000, to be use only on emer-

gencies, with any unused portion to be allocated 

towards the "Reserve Account". This will add the 

strength to this account not seen since 2006 when 

our actual "Reserve Account" ended $258,643 

strong.  
 

All in all, the outcome of the budget has been a 

success story and I am happy for the new influ-

ences brought to the table by all, to build a rea-

sonable and acceptable budget. God bless us all 

for our flexibility in arriving at the final stages of 

a budget that brings no further increases to the 

monthly HOA dues but on the contrary provides 

strength to our reserves and additional features 

designed to cover unexpected expenses. 



 

All Star AC  
 

Heating & Air 

Conditioning  

 

Self Service  

Maintenance  

Installation  
 

 

(818) 253 -7055  
 

(Trusted Sorrento Resident)  

 

NOTARY  

PUBLIC  
 

Maureen Bratman 

(818) 404-8002 cell 

(818) 709-0460 home 

 

Beginner Child Piano 
$12 per half hr. 

 Babysitting 
$10 Per hr. 

Call Natasha 
(818)428- 8236 

natashakatelewis@yahoo.com 

Pet Adoption 

CHARLIE  - ID#A1008142 
My name is Charlie and I 

am a neutered male, brown 

and black Chow Chow and 

German Shepherd Dog. The 

shelter thinks I am about 3 

years old. I have been at the 
shelter since Jun 16, 2009.  

COCO - ID#A0536838 
My name is Coco and I am a 

spayed female, black and 

brown German Shepherd 
Dog mix. The shelter thinks I 

am about 9 years old. I have 

been at the shelter since Sep 
22, 2009.  

For more information or 

to adopt call West Valley 

Animal Care and Control 

Center at (888) 452-7381  

Sorrento-Meadows Receives $14.3K 

in Back Payments  
By Phillip A. Minton 
 

About this time last year I submitted a 

115 page Water/Sewer Services analysis 

report to the LA DWP.  The analysis 

indicated that over $51K of Association 

funds had been billed by LA DWP for 

services that did not exist and that this occurred in some 

instances for over a five year period.   
 

After months of follow-up work, negotiating with LA 

DWP and presenting our case to the Commissioner of 

the Department of Public Works of Los Angeles, I re-

ceived notice that our Association would receive a re-

fund check for approximately $14.3K.   
 

I am happy to finally report that we have now received 

the $14.3K owed for back charges.  Additionally, we are 

no longer being billed for the eight (8) accounts that we 

were previously billed for.  The savings from removing 

these inappropriate charges is estimated to be $20K per 

year given the recent DWP water rate and usage charge 

increases. 
 

Unfortunately, I can not report that DWP has returned 

the $51K it had billed for while not providing any re-

lated services.  LA DWP cites their policy, passed by the 

city, that only allows a one year return of funds.  This is 

in spite of a state law passed in 1990 that supersedes the 

�F�R�X�Q�W�\�¶�V���D�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�\���D�Q�G���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���U�H�W�X�U�Q���R�I���D�O�O��
funds billed where no service was provided�² back to the 

inception date of the charges.  As part of their argument, 

DWP indicates that the management company (Ross 

Morgan) should have been monitoring the accounts and 

that the management company is the responsible party 

for maintaining and verifying account status. 
 

The Finance Committee believes that the hard working 

members of Sorrento-Meadows should have all of their 

funds returned to the Association.  The Finance Com-

mittee therefore recommends that the Board pursue all 

available means to recover the funds from any and all 

responsible parties. 

 

Did Your Lawn Bug You Last  

Summer? 
By Pat Pope 
 

With the water restrictions 

we had last summer, I was 

not surprised to see some 

sections of our lawn turn 

brown.   I did a little extra 

hand watering, but the areas 

did not recover.    In early 

October I went into the back 

yard one morning to find that a critter of some sort had 

dug up whole sections of my already disappointing look-

ing back yard. 
 

I contacted Bryan Thompson at Pest Options.  Many of 

the HOAs in Porter Ranch use Pest Options including 

Sorrento. 
 

Coyote & Raccoon Alert! 
 

Over the past few weeks there have been multiple coy-

ote and a large raccoon sitting.  Please be aware that the 

charms of living this close to the forest also has 

risks.  Coyotes live in the woods and are known to travel 

many miles looking for food.  �/�D�V�W���\�H�D�U�¶�V���6�H�V�Q�R�Q���I�L�U�H��
damaged a lot of natural habitat, and normal food 

sources like rabbits and squirrels are not as abundant as 

before.  Of course, all of the new houses in Porter Ranch 

have reduced the natural habitat as well.  Coyotes & 

raccoons find dog food and garbage to be an easy meal.  

Coyotes will look at a small dog or cat the same way 

they look at a rabbit, just another snack.  So please try 

not to leave pet food out all night in your back yard be-

cause coyotes, raccoons, skunks, and opossums have 

developed a taste for pet food.  If you have a pet door 

keep it closed when not in use, the raccoon has been 

reported to try and enter a home through it.  More im-

portantly, watch your small pets and small children, 

especially near dawn or dusk, when coyotes are on the 

prowl. 

 

 

Bryan came out with a shovel and a camera.   He told 

�P�H���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���U�H�D�V�R�Q���P�\���O�D�Z�Q���W�X�U�Q�H�G���E�U�R�Z�Q���Z�D�V�Q�¶�W���E�H��
cause of under watering, but because of the Masked  

Chafer (Cyclocephala), a grub that kills the roots of 

lawns.  The Masked Chafer is considered a fine delicacy 

by raccoons, opossums, and skunks who sneak into 

yards at night and dig them up.  
 

Contact Marinel 

if you would 

like Pest Op-

tions to get rid 

of pests like the 

Masked Chafer, 

ants, rodents, or 

snails. 
 

�+�H�U�H���L�V���%�U�\�D�Q�¶�V��
report:  

This grub has had a very successful year.  White grubs 

at this time of year usually spell trouble for turf that is 

already tired from the heat, traffic and humidity of the 

summertime. They are also a magnet for digging birds 

and animals who can cause even more trouble than the 

grubs themselves.  
 

�:�K�D�W�¶�V���W�K�H���E�R�W�W�R�P���O�L�Q�H�"���,�W�
�V���D�O�Z�D�\�V���E�H�V�W���W�R���S�U�H�Y�H�Q�W���J�U�X�E�V��
from occurring in the first place, with applications timed 

in late spring or early summer.  However, if you are 

surprised mid�±summer by grub damage or damage from 

animals digging for grubs you should treat your lawn 

immediately.  You should watch that area the following 

year for re-infestation.  
 

Masked Chafers were definitely identified as damaging 

areas of turf in several areas of the Sorrento at Porter 

Ranch community.  
 

Damage from these insects looks like rings of off color 

turf and resembles fungal damage. Damaged turf pulls 

out easily because roots have been eaten.  


